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Does The Wizard of Oz touch a spiritual chord in each one of us because it has a certain Zen to it?

Glinda, the Good Witch of the North, is clearly a Zen Master. She sets Dorothy on the Yellow Brick

Road to spiritual enlightenment. When Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Cowardly Lion

let go of their conscious yearning and free their minds to function spontaneously and inharmony with

the cosmos, brains, heart, and courage flow easily and effortlessly. Ultimately, Dorothy attains

satori, the Zen experience of "awakening." She finds her true Self, her higher consciousness, her

ultimate Oneness with the cosmos--and her home.
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On one of my recent journeys through the Land of Oz, the Ozarks, I visited with my friend Roger S.

Baum, the great-grandson of L. Frank Baum-the author of the "Wizard of Oz". I asked him what he

thought about the theory of his great-grandfather being a Zen Master. He admitted he really didn't

know. That he hadn't read "The Zen of Oz". That it has been his experience that such things were

only done by people that saw an opportunity to make money off Great Grandfather's work. After I

explained the gist of Joey Green's premise I did notice a slow smile take over Roger's face. He was

intrigued. Though he would not corroborate Joey's claims he did state that Great Grandfather would

probably not turn over in his grave if he knew about "The Zen of Oz". The one caveat Roger then

mentioned was that first and foremost the Oz Series is a collection of fantasies for the young at

heart. Meant to be taken with sincerity but not too seriously. The rest of our conversation was



private.As for me, I find "The Zen of Oz" quite clever and entertaining. It has added to my enjoyment

of the classic movie. I see the movie in a whole new light. Almost as though I am seeing it for the

first time. We are Dorothy. Prodigal sons and daughters venturing out into the world on our own only

to find out that there is no place like home. That the Wizard can't really give us anything we don't

already have. That there is an inner spark of the Divine within each of us. That the Yellow Brick

Road is an inner path that leads to the great beyond and that each of us must make the journey for

ourselves. To realize that no matter where we are we are already over the rainbow for we make the

rainbow. That life is a great mystery and that we are the greatest mystery of all.
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